The Glorious gport of .Tobogganing,
Toboggan Run,

By Joux

snow through
out mouaruiul

A crassy slope, an inch of
which the rougher bents put
brown heads, & lea tray, or at best o rudely
fashioned affair of rough hoards—such are
the tobogganing memories of most English
hoys.  Some fow who have lived or been
schooled fu the Norih may have found
occasional cxcilement in 2 slither
down tie Vorkshire of North-
Lnbrian fells, but {or the most
part the sport like its hrother
—sleighing —is an exotic in this
conntry, and but amateurish
ar that.
“Things are

otherwise in

At full spesd; nearing the finigh of the Cresta at &
mile & minule.

Treater Dritain, and the pastime has its due
place in the long Canadian winters.  liven
there it 19 at the doors so to speak, and
shercfore a thing ordinary and not pursned
with the wholc-hearled ardour which the
Anglo-Saxon  devoies to any navel sporl
which chances to catch his notiee in un-
occupled moments.
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Moreover, there i no danger, though a
clorious spice of excitement. 1t is perfectly
suiled for ladics, who can excel as casily as
nien, and it is also sociable,  Henee the
machine known as 2 Canadian toboggan has
been evolved, and there are few moments

The puce incréasing—takicg o covrer
at [orty miles an hemr.
more fall of pure pleasure
than when a man scids across
comutry towards the close of
winter on onc of ihese lithe and
{ickle steeds,
Six foot long and huill of the lightest
but teughest laths, with a curved prow
before and two supple thin wood runners
beneatl, halanee and a modicnm ol nerve
are all the need of thelr rider.  As poted,
von may tike a lady, may, two or three,
when they will be scated and you erouched
on the steen,
Tiat betier by far is it © ride alone, away
from the beaien “slide.”  Under you, like =
good sailing bouy, the lithe baard bends and

DLillows over every rounded cwave of sn0w,
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The first corner—the pace us yet not vory gread,

while now at a vet sharper decline it is
plunging through space, 1o bumnp aud shoot,
and bump up again at the foor of the fall
and so skim on al ever increasing speed.

Fut even in Canada or the Lligh Alps such

days are all too few, since for good Canadian

running the snow must have lain long cnough
Lo pack, 1o sink together—ie, by ils own
weipht and the wannth of the sun above
Then over the surface there forms by niglt a
thin crnst of hard frozen snow, swmff to skip
the bare hand at a least touch, but a surface
o bear the broad skimming laths without a
sign of vielding.

If, however, the rider tumble, or being
burnped at a sieep fall in the ground docs
not laud square on his machine, then indecd
he i3 unhappy. For wheller the toboggan
conlinue its course and Le remain thigh
deep in the snow, or wheder both he and

A figing start on the Oresta.

it wallow in a cold half-

grave, there will be many

weary vards to traverse till
he come Lo the bealen track,
and at every siep therc is the
hard [rozen crust to plough
through — a  labour not @ be

measurcd in words,

In a sensc the Canadian toboggan is not
a tohoggan, by which paradoxical state-
ment I mean that il runs on its own bottom
and not on raised runners. Yon do not truly
tobogran until vou use the Swiss or American
machines. A Swiss wohoggan s a skeleton
erection of wood which mums on howed
wooden runners, but it is a poor sort of
creature aL best. Lo ride it you need a hard
beaten surface such as the high road, then
siting, cramped and uncemiortable, you
progress with jolts and much  slowness,
Your legs wave ungracefully in front and
you sleer, or more often punt yourself along,
with two lille wooden pegs furnished at the
end with steel gerews and tied to your wrists
with straps. Tt is this which visitors 10
Tausanne mid the lower Alpine resorls cxall
by the name al ¥ looging.”

The American variety may perhaps Tuu a
Tittle faster, bul is grievons) uncomlortable.

Take two poards about three feot long by
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A bol sleighy with its full nmwher of pasgengers and & hundredweight of racing ballast, it may weigh as mmch as half
a wom, and 1s 3 dangerous vehicle to meet with nnexpectedly on the Toad, It is also dangerels —

two broad, split one down the middle and
nail the pieces so as to form runners [or the
other.  Round off the fronl corner of these
runners and “shoe ™ them with strip fron—
and hehold an American whogean,  The
product you may lmagine has Jlittle give and
take, and thongh the iron may run fast enough
on a hard surface, many and various are the
bumps and consequent bruises which are
the portion of bim who rides.

Besides these three, there isthe shelefon, the
last and greatest of toboggans, but before I
come to the delights of this * master and ser-

vant ” of his rider, it wounld be shameful nat to

gay aword of the bob-sleigh, a Tearful monsier
much allected by the Fnglish in Switzerland,
where they unblushingly claim firgt riglt to the
highroads, though the mcre thought of pro-
ducing such an instrument in an FEnglish
country lane would gather the police [rom
miles round,  The picture will give a belter
idea of this wvehicle than any words, but
broadly speaking, it consists of a huge iron
frame, ten Lo twelve [ect long, with @ heavily
quilted  scat. It carries from four to six
riders, and is furnished with wwo pairs of
mnners, of which those forward carry the
weight bogie-wise, and the sieering is done
by an apparatus of cords and pulleys, leverage

being got by ihe feel of the steerer, which fx
arainst a pair of gpecial hollowed rests in the
front bar. At the back are two levers which
manipulate an enormous steel-toothed brake.
Same of the heaviest “ bobs ™ have a second
brake between the runners amidships,

Formidable enough in themselves, a big
bob with its complement of six [ull-grown
Dritons, male and female, plus a racing
“hallast” of, say, 1121b. of lead screwed to
the frame, mustioial Lo not much short of half
aton. And yet, au St Morilz, Kldsters, A rosa,
and clsewhere, these awe-inspiring machines
mnonopolise the main roads for hours daily.

Worse still, they will somelimes seek
diversion by taking to themselves horses and
mounting one of the smaller “passes,” and
hither the crew come in sleighs and so
mount also, and, presto! the quiet Alpine
pass echoes ta the ery of *achtung | ache
oo-ng ! (beware 1, before which there is no
mortal thing (except the stantspost), but clears
the way pell mell,  Surely it says much for
the courtesy of the native, or, shall we say, for
the power of the “verdaimtes Englander’s”
gold, that such things are, else errible would
be the accidents,

A “bob ™ is started by the last two (some-
limes three) members of the © crew” who



















